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After  these  many  war  and  post-war  years,  USDA  has  issued  another  "Directory 
of  Organization  and  Field  Activities  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture."  "" 

You* 11  note  two  main  sections:     1)  an  organizational  break-down,  showing  State 
and  regional  offices,  and  2)  V-  section  on  field  activities,  "by  States  and  towns, 
in  which  you  can  spot  at  a  glance  all  USDA  offices  in  your  territory. 


See  enclosure. 


Agricultural  Sessions  at  Columbus 

Following  USDA * s  RFD  meeting  hero  in  Washington  last  week,  a  number  of  the 
RFDTs  went  on  to  Columbus  for  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio,    About  15  or 
so  of  the  early  arrivals  got  together  for  an  informal  RFD  huddle  Friday  —  which 
was  an  excellent  session,  to  my  mine.     You* 11  get  the  details  through  the  NARFD 
letter,  and  later  a  dig'est  in  our  letter. 

About  50  or  35  RFD's  sat  in  on  the  general  agricultural  work  shop  .sessions 
Saturday  and  Sumay  arftemcong   Representatives  of  Extension  and  other  agencies 
brought  the  peak  attendance  up  to  about  80.     NARFD  Secretary  Hal  Totten  revived 
his  dormant  talents  as  a  court  reporter ... .and  from  his  notes,   plus  prepared  papers, 
you'll  get  a  comprehensive  report  en  the  workshops  in  the  very  near  future. 

In  discussions  toward  the  end  of  the  Columbus  meeting,   some  of  the  RFD's  sug- 
gested the  desirability  of  telescoping  the  USDA  meeting  here  in  Washington,  and  the 
Columbus  meeting,  so  that  RFD's  could  take  in  both-  without  having  to  be  away  from 
their  stations  so  long,  _. 

You.' 11  find  a*  list  -of  award's  mace  at  "Columbus  on  p.  3  of  this  issue. 

What  ERP  I'eans  to  Farmers 

The  May  issue  of  BAS's  "Agricultural  Situation"  points  out- that  the  European- 
Recovery  Program  assures  large  exports  for  at  least  another  year.,,. but  exports 
will  drop  below  '47,  with  the  biggest  drop  in . farm  products.    Exports  of  bread  . 
grains  may  be"  down'  as  much  as  Zb%  in  '  47-48, ...  and'  exports  of  fats  and  oils  are  ■ 
likely  to  decline.    'Sift  'cotton  and  tobacco  exports  are"  "likely  to  be  larger  than 
last  year. 
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Pig  Increase  Looks  Profitable 


USDA  livestock  men  say  that  it  looks  as  if  it  would  pay  hog  farmers  to  make 
the  10%  increase  in  fall  pi?  farrowings  requested  last  week* 

They  say  that  consumer  demand  is  likely  to  continue  at  a  very  high  level  in 
149*    Also,,  with  average  corn  growing  weather,  the  feed  crop  outlook  suggests  that 
there  will  be  more  feed  available  per  animal  unit  in  r49  than  this  year ... .perhaps  | 
10-15%  more*     The  strong  hog  prices  that  are  likely*,  and  the  lower  feed  grain 
prices,  would  reverse  the  present  below-average  hog-corn  price  ratio  and  provide 
a  favorable  ratio  when  these  fall  pigs  are  being  fed  and  marketed.  *k 

See  enclosure  on  pig  goals. 


Livestock  and  Moat  Situation 


In  the  May  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation  (May  5),  BAF  predicts  liberal  sup- 
plies of  feed  grains  for  livestock  curing  1948-49 ... .IF  farmers  plant  as  many 
acres  to  feed  crops  as  they  planned  in  early  March  and  yields  are  average  or  bet- 
ter.    If  crops  are  this  large,  feed  grain  prices  probably  will  decline  more  than 
usual  this  fall  and  will  be  lower  relative  to  livestock  prices  than  they  were  at 
the  same  time  in  T47. 

A  good  corn  crop  this  year  would  encourage  larger  farrowings  in  the  spring 
of  1949 "than  in  either  1947"  or  1948. 


Fore  i  gn  Vi sit  or  s 

Dr.  H„  G.  Andrewartha,  entomologist,  University  of  Adelaide,  Australia  — ■  May: 
few  days  end  of  first  week,  Expt.  Sta.  Riverside,  Calif*;  a  few  »nd  of  sscond 

week,,  Ext.  Sta..,  Berkeley;  a  day  end  of  third  week  at  Bureau  of  Entomology,  Port- 
land»     June:     Expt.  Stas.  at  Bozeman,  1;  St .  Paul ,  8;  Madison*.  10;  Ames,.  14;  Also, 
at  Bur.  Entomology,  Yincennes,  Ind. ,  15;  Ohio  State  at  Columbus,  18;  and  Bur. 
Entomology,  Toledo,  21. 


Br*  J*  P.  van  Zyl,  Chief,  Div.  of  Chem.  Services,  Union  of  South  Africa  Agriculture 
Department  —  at  State  Expt.  Stas.  at  Riverside,  May  12;  Berkeley,  17;  and  Madi- 
son,. 21.  • 

Dr.  C-  Koopman,  in  charge  Centrale  Bur,  Plant  Breeding  Station,  Hoffddorp,.  The 
Netherlands  --  State  Ext>,    Stas*.  at  all  stops*    May:     Lafayette,  12-14;  Urbana, 
17-19;  Ame s ,  21-24..     June  :     Fort  Collins,.  5;  LoranT  8;  CorvalTTs^  10;  Pullman,  17; 
Fargo,  25;  St.  Paul,  29,     July:-    Madison,  1;  East  Lansing,.  5;  Orono,  15-19;  Ithaca, 
20-22,     Fair  command  of  English..,  "  =  "  "  ~ 

Toward  Expanded  World  Trade 

The  Department  of  State  has  available  the  final  text  of  the  International 
Trade  Organization  (ITO)  charter  agreed  upon  by  53  nations  at  Havana.     If  you'd 
like  to  have  a  look  at  it.*.,  as  it  affects  farm  products ....  *we '  11  be  glad  to  get 
you  a  copy* 

Meanwhile,  the  week  of  May  16  is  Vtorld  Trade  "Week, 
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Agricultural  Awards  at  Columbus  Institute 

At  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus,  awards  were  announced 
for  the  12th  American  Exhibition  of  Educational  Radio  programs.     Two  or  more  first 
awards  were  given  for  different  type  shows  within  certain  classifications.  We'll 
give  you  the  awards  for  agricultural  shows. 

Two  first  awards  were  given  for  agricultural  shows  carried  by  national  net- 
works and  organizations : 

"The  Garden  Gate"  --  a  CBS  show  fed  from  WLAC  to  the  network,  9:15-9:30  EDT, 
Sunday.  . 

"National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  —  over  the  NBC  network,  1:00-1:30  EDT,  Satur- 
day.   .Particular  show  on  which  award  based  included  10-minute  pick-up  from  USDA 
Northern  Regional  Research  Laboratory  at  Peoria,  111. 

In  the  classification  for  regional  networks,  organizations,  and  clear-channel 
stations,  a  first  award  went  to: 


"Regimented  Raindrops"  —  a  Mai  Hansen  production  over  WOW  in  Omaha,  and 
honorable  mention  to: 


"Farm  Safety"  —  planned  and  produced  by  WKY  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Among  the  special  one-time  broadcasts,  honorable  mention  went  to: 

"Hell  or  High  Water"  —  planned  and  produced  by  Bill  Mears  of  KOIN  in  Port- 
land, Ore,,  for  the  Soil  Conservation  Service, 

In  the  classification  for  organizations  preparing  and  distributing -transcribed 
series,  a  first  award  went  to: 


"Report  to  the  Rockies"  —  planned  and  produced  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Radio 
Council  and  Station  KOA  in  Denver.     It  was  a  report  on  the  'specialized  scientific 
services  which  its  agricultural  college  furnishes  to  the  people  of  Colorado, 

Australian  Farmer  Itinerary 

To  continue  the  continued  story  of  the  party  of  Australian  farmers  now  tour- 
ing the  U.S.,  we've  just  received  a  detailed  itinerary  for  the  rest  of  their  trip: 

Chicago  —  7j30  a.m.  May  10  to  11:15  p.m.  May  13.... at  Harrison  Hotel 

Minneapolis  —  9:20  a.m.  May  14  to  8:32  p.m.  May  14  for  Buttsworth  &  Dowsett.,,, 
and  0:32  p.m.  May  15  for  Griffith,  Meares,  and  Bruce.     Contacts:-   Extension  Direc- 
tor or  PMA  chairman  in  St.  Paul. 

Washington,  D.C,  —  1:10  p.m.   June  6  to  10:00  a.m.   June  9  for  Griffiths  &  Meares, 
and  to  10 :00  a.m.   June  12  for  Buttsworth,  Dowsett,  and  Bruce.... at  YMCA, 

Boston  —  7:00  p.m.   June  9  to  12:00  neon  June  12  for  Messrs.  Griffiths  and 
Meares ...  .at  Manger  ■-  Hotel. 

New  York  —  June  12-16;  sail  on  "Queen  Elizabeth,." ....  ;at  YMCA, 


USDA  Official  Travel 


Burlington,  Vt.  --  May  14  — 0.  V.  Wells,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Agr.  Econ.  to  attend 

State.  Rural  Policy  "Committee  meeting. 

Hershey,  Pa.   --  May  18-19  --  Hazel  K.   Stiebeling,  Chief,  Bur,  of  Human  Nutrition 
&  Home  Economics  at  meeting  of  Food  Industries  Advisory  Committee. 

Chicago  —  May  24  --  I,  W.  Duggan,  Governor,  Farm  Credit  Admin .  ,^'at~  meeting  of. 
Nat  * 1  Agricultural  Credit  Committee  in  Federal  Reserve  Bank. 

Memphis  —  May  10-12  —  G,  F.  Geissler,  Manager  of  Fed.  Crop  Ins.  at  Peabody  Hote 
for  regional  conference  on  crop  insurance. 

Chicago  —  May  13-15  --  Geissler  at  Congress  Hotel  for  regional  conference. 

Denver  —  May  17-19        Geieal.er  at  jpfhl rley-Savoy  Hotel  for  regional  conference. 

Raleigh,  NeC.  —  May  12  — 'Claude  R.  Wickard,  Admin.  Rural  Elec.  Admin.,,  at  Sir 
Walter  Hotel  for  N,C.  Rural  Electric  Cooperative  Assoc.  meeting. 

Macon,  Ga.  —  May  13  —  Wickard  at  meeting  of  C-a.  Electric  Membership  Corp.  at 
Macon  Auditorium,  contact  at  Dempsey  Hotel. 

Winder,  Ga.        May  12  —  H.  H.  Bennett,  Chief,  Soil  Conser.  Service,  for  Master 
Soil  Conservation  Day  in  cooperation  with  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

USDA  BROADCASTS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  DAYLIGHT) 
Saturday,  May  15  •' 

ABC  American  Farmer,   (1)  USLA  News;   (2)  Round-Up  on  Corn  Borer  -  Control  by  DDT, 
with-  Br*~  C*  M.  Packard  of  USDA  from  Washington;  H.  B.  Petty  of  Illinois  Ex- 
tension, and  M.  P.  Roske,  farm  advisor,  and  Robert  Carroll,  farmer,  Carroll 
county,  111.;  and  Dr.  W.  G.  Bradley  of  USDA  from  Toledo  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm,  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)  Undersecretary  Dodd  on  FAO;  (2)  Corn  Borer  Control  with 
Insecticides,  with  David  Hall  of  USDA  —  2:30  p.m. 

Saturday,  May  22 

f ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home"  Hour,  USDA' News  —  1:00  p.m.  ■■  • 

CBS  Country  Journal  (to  be  scheduled)  --  2:30  p.m. 

Weeding  Corn  with  2,4-D» 

Farmers  will  be  able  to  do  some  of  their  weeding,  of  corn  fields  this  summer 
with  2 ,4-D. . , . that  is,   for  brpadleaf  weeds,  especially  on  wet  lands.  They'll 
also  use  2,4-D  fo'r  small' 'grains .     See  enclosure,  ■• 


New  Publications 


Animal  Unites  of  Livestock  Fed  Annually  1946-47  and  1947-48  —  is  6-page  mimeo, 
with  statistics  by  States  on~poultry,  cattle,  etc. 

Meat  Animals  -  Farm  Production  and  Income, ■ 1946-47  —  is  8-page  mimeo  on  cattle, 
calves,  hogs .... .with  statistics  by  states  on  animals  born,   saved,  farm  slaughter, 
deaths,  prices,  etc.  ; 

Farm  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  and  Value  of  Specified  Field  Crops,  Revised 
Estimates  1939-44  —  is  38-page  mimeo  with  statistics.  ~n~ production  sales,  prices, 
etc.  on  corn,  oats,  barley,  rye,  flaxseed,  rice,  beans,,  peas,  sorghum  and  sugar- 
cane sirup,  hay. 

Winter  Cover  Crop  Seeds,  1936-47  --  is  16-page  mimeo,  with  statistics  by  States  on 
acres  harvested,  yield,  production,  price,  and  value. 

The  Market  for  U.S.  Fresh  Fruit  in  Postwar  Europe  —  is.  a  readable  country-by- 
country  report  on  production  and  markets .... It  is  based  on  a  first-hand  study  by 
F,  A.  Motz,  under  funds  provided  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act; 

Farmers'  Produce  Markets  in  the  United  States,  Part  1,  History  and  Description 
i s  148-page  multilith,  "covering  type,  operation,  fees,  etc.;  also  a  catalog  by 
States  of  all  produce  markets.  Furnishes  background  against  which  to  evaluate 
market  situation  in  your  areas. 

Controlling  Weeds  with  2,4-D  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  is  12-page  mimeograph 
Livestock  Slaughter  by  States,   January  1948  —  6-page  mimeo. 

Local  Climate  in  the  Copper  Basin  of  Tennessee  as  Modified  by  the  Removal  of  "Vege- 
tation —  gives  data  on  the  differences  in  rainfall,  wind  movement,  evaporation, 
and  temperature  between  areas  denuded  by  fumes,  and  vegetated  areas. 

Dormancy  and  the  Effect  of  Storage  on  Oats,  Barley,  and  Sorghum' —  reports  study 
of  conditions  to  bring  about  prompt  germination,  especially  in  South  where  oats 
and  barley  are  often  sown  for  summer  pasture  or  for  clipping  immediately  after 
threshing.     Technical  Bulletin  No.  953. 

7  Questions  to  Ask  When  You  Buy  or  Sell  Shelled  Corn  by  Grade  —  is  pocket-sized 
folder.  . 

Second  Report  to  Congress  on  the  United  States, Foreign  Relief  Program  — includes 
a  brief  country-by-country  story  of  food,  situation,  prices,  rationing,  etc.... 
and  amount  of  different  food  commodities  we  have  supplied.     Useful  background  on 
ECA  program. 

Yearbook  of  Food  and  Agricultural  Statistics,  1947  —  gives  acreage  and  production 
by  countries. 

Farm  Safety  Week,   July  25-31 

National  Farm  Safety  Yfeek  is  coming  up  July  25-31,     In  past  years,   some  RFD's 
have  run  series  of  stories  about  farm  accidents  in  their  area.... and  have  inter- 
viewed farm  accident  victims.     See  enclosure. 
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JlMONG  OUR£ELVE_S 

TV  Article  in  "Country  Gentleman" 

The  May  issue  of  "Country  Gentleman"  carries  an  article  on  tele-vision  by 
Managing  Editor  Arnold  Nicholson.     "Nick"  covered  TV  pretty  much  from  A  to  Z.... 
with  present  status  and  future  prospects  for  stations,  networks,  and  receiving 
sets.     He  also  reports  on  USDA's  TV  garden  show  in  March  over  the  NBC  Network,  in 
which  he  sat  in  on  the  planning  and  the  show  itself.     He  says,  "Television  promises 
just  as  great  a  shift  in  habits  anc1  customs  as  we  experienced  from  movies  or  the 
automobile  —  the  kind  of  change  that  makes  this  free  economy  of  ours  such  an  in- 
teresting, if  sometimes  perplexing,  way.  of  life."      ■■  . 

Transcription  on  European  Potato  Situation 

I7hen  Al  Mercker  of  PMA  got  back  from  his  survey  of  the  potato  situation  in 
Europe,  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ  called  for  a  transcribed  interview  of,  what  he  saw  and 
learned,     Al  has  told  a  story  —  significant  to  potato  growers,  both  in  terms  of 
markets  for.  U.S.  growers  and  how  European  growers  do  things.     If  any  of  the  rest 
of  you  are  interested,   send  us  a  blank  and  we'll  pass  along  a  dubbing. 

P.S.  on  RFD  Washington  Meeting 

I  returned  from  Columbus  this  week  to  find  folks  around  the  Department  talking 
about  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  RFD's  who  were  here  last  week,  and  of  their  ap- 
preciation of  the  opportunity  to  talk  things  over  face  to  face  with  you. 


Enclosures : 

OFFC-9  —  Get  More-  from  your  Freedom  Garden 
Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
Press  Release  on  Corn  Drying 
Fact  Sheet  -  Farm  Accident  Facts 

Fact  Sheet  .-  Weeding  Small  Grain  and  Corn  with  2,4-D 
USDA  Directory 
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See  Enclosed  List  of  RFD's  - 
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May  14,  1948. 


revised  list  of  known  Rcdio  Farm  Directors  as  requested. 
As  ydu  know,  we  furnish  this  list  to  you  for  your  own  personal  use  as  an  RFD*.», 
under  a  policy  arrived  at  jointly  by  our  office  and  the  FARED1 s.     In  other  words, 
it  is  to  be  kept  strictly  in  RFD  circles. 


Recordings  from  4-E  Club  Camp 

RFDTs  who  want  recordings  of  State  delegates  to  the"  National  4-H  Club  Camp 
here  June  17-23  car  get  them  under  a  plan  similar  to  the  one  last  year.  Platters 
will  be  cut  by  the  U.S,  Recording  Engineers,  at  §10  f  or  a  16-inch  disk* , .  eland  $7 
for  a  12-inch  disk.     The  company  will  send  the  recordings  to  you  air-express  col- 
lect, and  will  bill  you  direct, 

Joe  Tonkin  end  Elton  Tait  of  Pennsylvania  Extension  wil 1  be  on  hand  to  voice 
interviews  if  you  indicate  you  want  their  services. 

Send  your  order  to  me.     At  the  same  time,  be  sure  to  notify  your  State  4-H 
club  leader  at  the  State  college  that  you  want  trens-criptions  with  State  delegates 
while  they  are  in  Washington, 


4-H  Delegates  Going  Abroad 


Next  week,  announcement  will  be  made  of  4-E  Club  members  who  are  going  to 
Europe  under  the  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Project,  17  States  will  be 
represented.  The  delegates  will  be  here  in  Washington  for  one  day  at  National 
4-H  Club  Camp,  and  leave  June  17, 

The  States  are:    Ark,,  N.  C . ( ? ) ,  Okla.,  Texas,  la..,  Kane. ,  Mich.,  Minn.,  Nebr. 
Idont.,  Wash,,  Wyo.. ,  Conn.,  I  Jd  , ,  N.T. ,   Pa, ,  Id.Va. 

"  7?  fre  trying  to  work  out  a  plan  for  radio  coverage  of  the  youngsters'  travels 
via  transcription,  ant1  otherwise.     More  about  that  later. 

Chock  on  Family  Life  Conference  Developments 


-  Delegates  from  about  18  States  to  the  Family  Life  Conference  here  should  be 
getting  back  home..     Check  with  the  State  Extension  editor  for  stories. 
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Locating  Radio  Interference 

The  following  story  from  REArs  Technical  Standards  Division  is  for  your  per- 
sonal information  not  for  program  use, 


It  tells  of  special  service  s  by  two  REA  engineers,  which  also  provided  a  field 
test  of  a  radio  interference  Iocs tor  recently  submitted  by  a  manufacturer  for  ex- 
amination and  comment.     REA 1 s  engineer  staff  is  too  small  to  handle  many  special 
iobs  of  this  kind.     Furthermore,  the  locator  is  still  highly  experimental,  so 
general  publicity  isn't  desirable  just  now. 


Here's  the  story.     The  REA- financed  electric  co-op  serving  two  small  towns  in 
Uorth  Carolina  reported  radio  interference  so  severe  that  it  had  practically  blan- 
keted out  reception  in  the  area.     The  system  had  .just  been  renovated  and  rebuilt, 
but  the  co-op  was  unable  to  locate  the  trouble.     The  REA  engineers,  working  with 
the  co-op  personnel,   finally  discovered  the  principal  source  of  trouble  to  be  pin 
insulator  tie  wires  that  were  wrapped  over  the  old  conductor  weatherproof ing. 
While  the  linos  were  deenorgized  for  about  15  minutes,  11  linemen  worked  fast  to 
remake  the  faulty  insulator  ties.    At  the  same  time  a  number  of  loose  connectors 
were  tightened,  and  several  other  small  defects  remedied. 

Still  further  interference  was  traced  to  kitchen  appliance  motors  in  a  local 
college.     Fluorescent  lamps  in  the  homes  of  numerous  residents  were  found  to  be 
another  source  of  trouble.     The  engineers  recommenced  that  local  appliance  dealers 
make  sure  the  fluorescent  fixtures  sold  to  rural  users  be  equipped  with  adequate 
filters.  ,  . 

As  for  that  radio  interference  locator,  it  proved  helpful  as  a  detector  and 
indicator  of  interference.     However,  there  is  undoubtedly  still  need  for  a  device 
that  will  unfailingly  locate  and  point  directly  to  the  source  of  radio  interference, 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TILS  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  DAYLIGHT) 
Saturday,  May  22 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News,  with  special  report  on  pork  prices  and 
market  hog  prices  —  1:00  p.m,- 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)  TTallboard  story  from  Regional  Laboratory  at  Peoria,  with 
Dr.  E.C.  Lathrop,   (2)  "Rescue  ITheat","  and  "In  a  Pig's  Ear,"  with  Joe  Tonkin, 
(3)  Report  on  Food  Conservation  in  York  and  Lancaster,  Pa.,  with  Don  Lerch  of 
CBS.  —  2:30  p.m.        ■.  -       .  ■ 

Saturday,  Fay  29 

ABC  American  Farmer,   (1)  USDA  News,   (2)  Report  from  Annual  Convention  of  Associa- 
tion of  Produce  Market  Managers,  Cleveland. —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)  How  to  Enjoy  Self  in  roods  with  Bill  Bergoffen  of  Forest 
Service,  (2)  Pick-up  from  3rd  annual  meeting  of  International  Agricultural 
Producers  in  Paris.  —  2:30  p.m. 
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See  USDA  Council  Enclosure] 


We're  enclosing  with  this  letter  a  copy  of  a  list  of  USDA  State  Council  Chair- 
men and  Secretari ?-?', 

These  councils  help  coordinate  certain  important  activities  ouch  a c  production 
goals,  bond  drives,   long-range  agricultural  studios,  and  some  phases  of  the  grain 
conservation  program.     You  might  like  to  file  this  list  with  the  USDA  Directory  we 
sent  you  last  week, , . .and  get  in  touch  with  the  councils,  from  time  to  time, 

USDA  Employee  Honor  Awards 

You  might  glance  through  a  release  you'll  get  in  the  next  few  days  of  awards 
USDA  is  making  to  a  number  of  '  empIoye.es  for  outstanding  public  service.     The  list 
includes  -a  goodly  number  of  USDA  employees  in  the  field.     You  may  spot  somebody  in 
the  list  from  your  territory. 

The  release-  gives  the  names  of  the  employees,  and  the  activity  for  which  the 
award  is  given. 


USDA  Official  Trave 1 

Chicago  —  Asst.  Sec,  Brannan,  at  Independent  Biscuit  Mfg,  Co.,  meeting  on  general 
farm  program.     Lay  18. 

Philadelphia  —  L.  B.  Howard,  Chief  Bur.  Agrl.  &  Indust.  Chem . . . .¥. V.  Lambert, 
Admin,  Agrl,  Research  Admin, ...  P. P.  Cullinan,  Asst.  Chief  Bur,  Plant  Industry, 
Soils  and  Agrl.  Eng . , , , and  others  at  annual  meeting  of  Eastern  Regional  Research 
Laboratory.     Pay  19*21';     (-phone:     Chestnut  Kill  7-5800.) 

Foreign  "Visiters 


Hon.  0.  L.  Robertson,  Retired  Sec.  of  Agr.,  Rhodesia  « —  SCS  at  Spartanburg,  S.C., 
Pay  17-19:  farm  machinery  companies  in  Chicago,  Rockferd,  MolineT,  Peoria,  Hay  21- 
26;  Bur,  of  Reclamation  in  Denver,  Hay  28 -2 y;  SCS  in  Phoenix,  Hay  3 1 - June  1;  Bur. 
of  Reel s mat ion  in  Yuma,   June  2-5. 


Cheo,  Chia-Chih,  Asso,  Prof.  Plant  Pathology,  Yunnan  Univ.,  Kunming,  China  —  USDA 
Hort,  Lab.,  Fort  Valley,  Ga. ,  May  12-17;  also  State  Ext.   Stas.  at  Lad i son.  May  24- 
Aug.  2;  St.   Paul,  Aug.   3-9;  Co-veil is,  Aug.  2  3-25;  Davis,  Aug.  27-30;  Berkeley, 
Aug*  31-Sept,  13;  Riverside,  Sept.  14.     Good  command  of  English, 

Better  Rural ^TJrb&n  Relationships 

A  national  conference  on  community  Improvement  will  be  held  here  in  Washing- 
ton, May  24-26.     Leaders  in  all  fields  of  community  activities  will  be  represented. 
The  conference  will  deal  with  rural-urban  relationships,  importance  of  better  un- 
derstanding of  rural  problems  by  city  people.     Mayors  with  5,000  or  more  popula- 
tion will  be  contacted  to  set  up  community  improvement  councils. 


Fertilizer  from  War -Time  Ammonia  Plants 


The  story  of  what  has  been  done  since  the  war  toward  manufacture  of  fertilizer 
m  the  Government ' s  10  war-time  synthetic  ammonia  plants  is  told  in  a  report  out 
this  week.     It  details  USDA's  steps  to  get  the  plants  into  private  hands,  and  into 
production  of  fertilizer  and  other  ammonia  derivatives  for  civilian  use* 

This  report  summarizes  various  reports  and  studies  that  USDA  has  made  of  the 
fertilizer  situation  and  these  plans.     It  quotas  recommendations  that  some  of  these 
plants  (with  a  combined  capacity  of  about  300,000  tons  of  nitrogen)  be  converted 
to  production  of  nitrogen  fertilizers  and  other  ammonia  derivatives. 

Byway  of  reminder,  the  10  plants  are:     Jayhawk  Ordnance  Works,  Baxter  "Springs 

Kans  Ozark  Ordnance  Works,  El  Dorado,  Ark.... Dixie  Ordnance  Works,  Sterling* on, 

La. ...TVA    Nitrate  Plant  No.  2,  Muscle  Shoals ,  £la ... .Buckeye  Ordnance  Works,  South 
Point,  Ohio. . .  .Cactus  Ordnance  Works,  Dumas-4  Texas'. ..  .Missouri  Ordnance  Works, 
Louisiana,  Mo, .  .  .Ohio  Paver  Ordnance  Works,  Henderson,,   Xy, .  •  .Morgajftown  Ordnance 
Works,  Morgantown,  W.Va. 

The  report  is  out  in  two  forms : 

A  USDA  multilith  —  "Activities  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Relating 
to  Disposal  and  Utilization  of  Government  Synthetic  Ammonia  Plants  for  the  Produc- 
tion of  Fertilizers."    We  can  send  you  a  copy. 

House  of  Representatives  Un-numbered  report  —  "1948  Fertilizer  Supplies  — 
Report  of  Subcommittee  on  Fertilizer  of  Committee  on  Agriculture."     It  was  issued 
May  6,     The  USDA  report  is. in  the  appendix,  of  this  report  on  Congressional  hear- 
ings.    You  can  get  a  copy  from  your  Congressman, 

State  Extension  Directors,  Experiment  Station  Directors,  and  PMA  Chairmen  are 
receiving  copies  of  USDA's  report. 

Vegetable  Situation 

In  the  April(  "Vegetable  Situation,"   (May  15)  BAE  says  the  demand  for  vegetables 
is  expected  to  continue  strong  throughout  the  year.     Acreage  intentions  and  trends 
in  yields  suggest  that  production  of  commercial  truck  crops  will  be  larger  this 
summer  than  last,.., and  that  the  potato  crop  next  fall  will  exceed  a  year  earlier,. 
But  crops  of  swsetp  -tatpes,  dry  edible  beans,  and  dry  field  peas  probably  will  be 
smaller  than  last  year. 

Outlook  for  Insecticides 

USDA  s  entomologists  and  Commerce  Department  offer  this  outlook  .for  insecti- 
cides:    DDT  —  plentiful  supply  in  all  forms;  pyre thrum  ' —  adequate;  rotenorie 
plentiful  now  but  may  be  late-sea  sen  Shortages]  calcium  arsenate  —  inventories 
low  but  no  shortages  expected;  lead  arsenate  —  probably  adequate j  benzene  hexa- 
chl oricle  —  adequate  but  may  be  tight  laterj  nicotine  compounds  —  better  than 
*47,  but  likely  below  demand. 
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Ask  for  Alfalfa  Seed  Adjustments 

Alfalfa  seed  growers  are  being  asked  to  make  some  adjustments  in  production 
this  year.     N or thern  growers .who  grow  hardy  varieties  are  being  asked  to  boost 
acreage;  they  have  fallen  short  of  acreage  goals  the  past  three  years.  Southern 
growers  are  being  asked  to  cut  more  of  their  alfalfa  for  hay  this  year,  and  leave 
less  for  seed;  they  have  over-shot  goals.     Central  States  growers  are  being  asked 
to  hold  to  their  acreage  of  the  last  few  years  [with  the  exception  of  f46).  In 
Oklahoma,  growers  of  common  alfalfa  seed  have  exceeded  their  goals,  while  those 
growing  approved-origin  seed  have  just  about  met  theirs. 

Looking  to  the  future,  here  are  things  for  growers  to  consider:  So  far,  no 
price  support  has  been  announced  for  alfalfa  seed.  No  export  demand  is  expected 
to  develop.  Northern- grown  seed  will  go  on  a  market  with  little  carry-over  seed 
from  last  year.     But  Southern  will  run  into  a  carry-over. 

(Mote:     In  general,  the  regions  are  as  follows:     Northern  --  Ore.,  Wash., 
Idaho ,  Mont . ,  Wyo . ,  N.D. ,  S , D . ,  Nebr . ,  N, Mo . ,  Minn . ,  Iowa,  Wise . ,  Mi ch . ,  N« 111 . , 
N. ,  Ind.,  N.  Ohio,  and  Pa.     Central  --  Kans.,  Utah,  Colo.,  S.Mo.,   S.IH.,  S.Ind,, 
S.Ohio,  a  few  counties  in  central  Calif,,  and  growers  of  Oklahoma-approved  origin 
seed.     Southern  --  Tex.,  IJ.M. ,  Ariz.,  S.Calif.,  growers  of  common  seed  in  Okla.) 

Farm  Income  Situation 


In  the  April  "Farm  Income  Situation"  (May  15),  BAE  says  that  for  the  first  5 
months  of  '48,  farmers'   cash  receipts  from  farm  products  are  likely  to  total 
slightly  more  than  for  the  same  months  last  year.     Total  receipts  will  run  about 
$10.3  billion  --  $6,6  billion  from  lives^'^k  and  products ....  and  $3.7  billion  from 
crops.     Receipts  from  livestock  and  products  arc  about  the  same  as   '47.., .but  crop 
receipts  are  6%  higher,   largely  because  of  higher  prices  for  crops. 

Demand  and  Price  Situation 

In  the  April  "Demand  and  Price  Situation."  (May  12),  BAE  says  that  by  mid-April 
prices  farmers  receive  still  averaged  5%  below  the.  January  high. 

Strong  demand  and  seasonally  small  meat  production  are  likely  to  hold  prices 
of  meat  animals  high  at  least  for  the  next  few  months.     Consumer  demand  for  dairy 
products  and  eggs  continue  v^ry  high.     If  crop  conditions  continue  favorable, 
prices  of  wheat  and  corn  are  expected  to  decline  seasonally,    1!vTith •  the  passage  of 
the  European  Recovery  Program,  export  prospects  for  cotton,  tobacco,  and  fruit 
have  improved. 

Income  tax  cuts  will  increase  spendable  consumer  incomes  by  about  $5  billion 
in  the  next  12  months ERP  etc,  provide  for  $6,1  billion  to  assure  large  U.S. 
exports  the  next  12  months,  but  if  present  favorable  crop  prospects  abroad  materi- 
alize agricultural  exports  may  drop  below  last  year's  record ....  and  pending  defense 
measures  would  increase  defense  expenditures  $3  billion  above  the  original  $11  bil- 
lion requested  for  '48-49. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


WNBC 1 s  Breeding  Co-op  Documentary 


Tomorrow  morning,  Tom  Page  of  WNBC  in  Hew  York  is  putting  on  a  documentary  on 
the  10th  anniversary  of  the  forming  of  the  first  artificial  breeding  cooperative 
in  the  U.S.  —  at  Belle;  Mead,  IT.  J.     In  the  documentary  is  a  recording  from  the 
Danish  "vet,"  Dr.  K,  A.  ?,  Lars en,  who  came  over  from  Denmark  to  show  how  to  or- 
ganize the  co-op  — —  which  was  started  on  the  farm  of  Peter  Van  Nuys.     (Note:  The 
March  issue  of  !)?■  i  r  y  -He  r  d  -  Impr  o  vem  *ti  t  ~  A  s  s  oc  i  a  t  i  on  Letter,  just  out,  reports  224,493 
herds  with  1,743,327  cows ■ enrolled  in  artificial  breeding  associations  as  of  Jan.l. 
That  was  a  59.7%  increase  in  herds,  and  55%  in  number  of  cows,  over  Jan.  '47.) 

r.C.  Travel  Schedule  Service 


'  N.C.  Extension  Editor  Frank  Jeter  has  started  a  new  weekly  service  to  alert 
rad'io  stations  and  county  agents  on  travel  schedules,  of  Extension  specialists. 

Louisiana  Radio  Activities 


From  the  baj^ous  of  Louisiana,  a  relative  new-comer  to  Extension  radio  circles 
tells  us  of  some  of  his  services  to  Louisiana's  lone  .RFD  (Gordon  Loudon  of  WWL  in 
New  Orleans)  and  other  activities.     They  include:     specialists'  itineraries  and 
calendar  of  events  to  Gordon  the  first  of  each  month,.., a  transcribed  interview 
once  each  week."   Also,  wire  recordings  picked  up  in  the  field  to  various  stations, 
and  s  weekly  15-min.   show  of  staff  interviews  to  12  stations  in  the  State.  One 
county  agent  has  a  wire • recorder ,  and  others  are  planning  to  buy. 

Greetings  from  John  Douglass 

At  half-past  our  deadline,  a  brief  excerpt  from  a  letter  (May  6.)  just  received 
from  John  Douglass,  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission.     "The  A. B.C.  have 
looked  upon  my  trip  (to  the  U.S.)  as  being  a  remarkable  success  and  its  certain 
that,  if  the  collar  situation  had  net  been  impossible,  I  would  have  had  a  repre- 
sentative over  for  your  Washington  meeting.     More  next  week. 


Cor die 11 
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Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass  Tt  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enc le  sure  s  : 


List  of  Radio  Form  Directors 

USDA  State  Council  Chairmen  and  Secretaries 

Poster  -  National  Farm  Safety  VJeek 

Save  Corn  from  the  European  Corn  Borer 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


Wheat  Situation 


RADIO  SERVICE 


May  21,  1948 


In  the  March-April  Wheat  Situation  (released  May  19)  BAE  says  that  the  winter 
wheat  forecast  of  845  million  bushels, , . , plus  average  yields  cn  the  prospective 
acreage  of  spring  wheat. . . .would  bring  the  total  wheat  crop  to  1,117  million  bush- 
els.    This  compares  with  1,365  million  in   '47,  and  1,153  in  r46.     But  the  winter 
wheat  crop  this  year  is  unusually  late  and  will  be  unusually  vulnerable  to  hot, 
dry  weather. 

On  the  basis  of  the  present  outlook,  domestic  wheat  prices  are  not  likely  to 
fall  much  below  the  loan  level  following  harvest  and  are  expected  to  average  above 
that  level  for  the  marketing  year  as  a  whole.     Prices  are  now  about  15/  above  the 
probable  new  loan  rate. 

Western  Farm  Sales  Drop 

BAE  is  out  with  a  re  ,crt  for  the  April -September  '47  period  showing  that 
sales  of  cultivated  farm  lands  fell  off  sharply  in  sample  counties  of  seven  Western 
States,  •  Of  the  farms  sold,  more  were  bought  by  adjoining  farmers  to  increase  the 
size  of  the  unit  than  in  !46.     Sales  of  range,   desert,  and  cut-over  lands  contin- 
ued very  active.     Average  sale  prices  of  irrigated  and  dry-farmed  lands  dropped 
in  four  counties,   suggesting  that  a  turning  point  in  the  land  boom  has  been  reached 
in  some  farming  areas, 

We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  reoort . 

Favorable  Results  from  Egg  Buying 

PMA  poultry  officials  say  that  the  egg  support  operations  (through'  buying 
dried  whole  eggs)  continued  to  *^^w  the  desired  results.     Prices  have  strengthened 
further,  following  immediate  response  of  the  market  to  the  program  announced  May  4, 
They  are  gratified  that  the  buying  operation  has  not  had  much  effect  on  table  eggs. 

Current  receipt  prices  at  Chicago  advanced  frm  about  38%  of  parity  when  pro- 
gra.ni  was"  announced  to  9 1-9 2%  late  this  week. 


PMA  d>?sn't  know  yet  how  extensive  buying  operations  will  be,  but  indicates 
that  purchases  ma^g  continue  well  into  June, 
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USDA  Official  Travel 

Sauk  Center,  Minn.  —  June  5  —  I.  W.  Puggan,  Governor,  Farm  Credit  iidmin.,  "Pride 

cf  Main  Street  Butter  Day,"     Contact  -  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

New  Orleans,  La.  —  May  27-29  —  v.  J.  Rcssiter,  Assoc.  Director,  OFAR,  and  J.R, 
Allgyor,  Ass't.  Admin.,  RIvlA,  Rice  Millers1  Ass'n.  Meeting.     Hotel  Roosevelt, 

Columbia,  S.C.  —  May  26-27  —  D.  B.  Lasseter,  Admin,  0f  Farmers  Home  Admin., 
visiting  State  Office. 


T.atest  on  Foot -and -Mouth 


The  en closed  report  gives  you  the  latest  on  the  foot-and-mouth  campaign  in 
Mexico, 

You T 11  note-;  that,  lote  in  April,  the  nearest  approach  of  foot-and-mouth  to 
this  country  is  328  miles  from  the  nearest  known  infection  to  the  nearest  point  of 
the  U.S.  border.     In  the  northern  buffer  zone,  during  March,  only  one  small  out- 
break of  foot-and-mouth  occurred. 

Construction  of  the  fence  barrier  is  well  underway  in'  that  zone, 

'  More  than  100,000  doses  of  vaccine  have  boen  used  in  Mexico  just  below  the 
northern  quarantine  line. 

Meanwhile,  the  Department  announced  this  vreek  favorable  consideration  of 
Prudence  Island  off  the  coast  of  Rhode  Island  for  location  of  the  new  $25  million 
laboratory  to  carry  on  research  on  foot-and-mouth.     It  will  take  about  a  year  to 
get  ready  to  start  building.     The  laboratory  staff  will  study  foot-and-mouth  from 
A  to  Z:     vaccines,  disinfection,  etc.    A  description  of  the  laboratory  (out  soon) 
will  include  the  precautions  to  prevent  escape  of  the  virus:     all  experimental 
animals  to  be  kept  under  cover  with  screens  and  barriers  to  keep  out  birds,  in- 
sects, and  rodents;  air  taken  into  laboratory  to  be  filtered  and  air  released 
sterilized  one  filtered;  personnel  going  in  and  out  of  quarters  containing  infec- 
tion have  to  bathe  and  change  clothes.     In  other  words,  this  laboratory  is  noth- 
ing, short  of  a  livestock  Alcatraz, 

Poultry  Prospects 

BAE  is  out  this  week  with  two  reports,  casting  shadows  of  the  poultry  situa- 
tion ahead. 

The  hatchery  report  said  that,  during  April,  commercial  hatcheries  produced 
283  million  chicks, .. .about  7%  less  than  April  last  year,  and  13%  less  than  the 
*42-46  average.     The  April  production  was  the  smallest  since   l41.     Production  for 
the  first  four  months  of  this  year  was  12%  below  the  same  months  last  year. 

On  May  1,  hatcheries  had  9%  fewer  eggs  in  incubators  than  a  year  ago.- 

The  Poultry  and  egg  production  report  indicates  that  in  April,  the  nation's 
farm  flock  averaged  349  million  layers — 2%  below  a  year  ago. 
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Platters  from  4-H  Members  Tot^i^c  Europe 

We're  now  able  to  make  you  a  reasonably  firm  offer  of  transcriptions  with 
interviews  and  statements  from  cur  4-H  club  members  while  they  are  in  Europe  this 
summer.     (So     end  osure  for  names  of  delegates,  and  details.)     The  first  group 
leaves  June  3,  the  second  group,  June  17, 

State  Department  is  offering  complete  cooperation  of  its  Embassies  and  infor- 
mation staffs  in  the  seven  countries  to  be  visited  to  help  m&ke  the  transcriptions 
The  transcriptions  will  be  relayed  to  us  for  screening,  to  pick  those  of  acceptabl 
quality  for  dubbing  and  use  in  the  U.S. 

Cost  Is  $4.50  to  $6.50 

State  is  bearing  the  cost  of  me  king  and  shipping  the  masters  to  us.    We  "will 
turn  the  masters  over  to  U.S.  Recording  here  in  Wa shington  to  make  dubbings  upon 
ordsr  from  you.     The  dubbings  will  cost  you  between  $4,50  and  $6.50,  depending  on 
the  length.     Dubbings  will  be  sent  you  express  collect,.     You'll  be  billed  direct 
by  U.S.  Recording, 

All  of  us  here,  both  in  USDA  and  State,  have  our  fingers  crossed  as  to  just 
how  many  transcriptions  of  acceptable  quality  weVll.be  able  to  get  back.  The 
problems  are  many:     quality  of  recording  equipment  in  certain  countries;  schedules 
of  4-E  members  that  may  interfere  with  recording;  quality  of  interviews;  problems 
in  getting  transcriptions  back  he  re ,     So  we  may  not  be  able  to  deliver.     But  your 
protection  is  that  you  pay  for  only  usable  transcriptions  that  you  actually  receive. 

If  you  have  the  opportunity,  you  might  get  in  a  few  licks  with  the  club  mem- 
bers from  your  territory  as  to  the  type  of  thing  you'd  like  to  have  in  such  inter- 
views or  statements  as  they  may  transcribe. 

The  number  of  transcriptions  we  get  will  depend  on  what's  feasible  in  the 
countri  :•  s  the  club  members  visit.     It  looks  as  if  we  can't  count  too  much  on  get- 
ting a  separate  interview  with  each  club  member  in  each  country  he  visits.  More 
likely,  v.  ? '11  have  to  b'-  content  with  several  club  members  from  various  States 
participating  in  the  same  interview.     Probably  you  should  expect  no  more  than 
two  or  three  transcriptions  during  the  up  to  six  months  the  4-H  members  will  be 
abroad. 

Designate  Members  in  Which  Interested 


So,  if  you're  willing  to  risk  our  judgment  on  quality,  let  us  know  immedi- 
ately if  you  would  like  to  have  dubbings  of  transcriptions: 

1.  Including  one  or  m:re  members  whom  you  specify,     (See  enclosed  list  of 
club  members  and  indicate  those  in  which  you  are  interested,) 

2.  An  especially  good  transcription  which  does  not  include  one  of  your- 
specified  members,  .  ... 

Short  Wave  and  Other  Coverage 


Some  of  you,  of  course,  may  want  to  make  your  own  arrangements  for  short- 
wave pick-ups.    We'll  be  glad  to  give  you  any  halo  we  con. 


Platters  from  4-H  Members  Touring  Europe  (Cont'd) 

It  is  also  possible  that  some  of  you  may  be  able  to  make  arrangements,  either 
through  State  Extension  or  through  direct  contact  with  the  .4-*H  members,  to  get 

periodic  letters  from  the  boys  and  girls  that  you  can  read  or  quote  from  in  your 

program.                                                                          .      ■  V';\.        '/•^^k::;-  ; ."  ""'":r; 

Send  your  order  for  transcriptions  to  me. 

ASTERN  DAYLIGHT) 


NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TII.IF  GIVEN  IS  E, 


Saturday,  May  2P  .  ■:- 

ABC  American  Farmer,   (1)  USDA  Hews,   (2)  Report  from  Annual  Convention  of  Associa- 
tion of  Produce  Marked  Managers,  Cleveland  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,.  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)  How  to  Enjoy  Self  in  Wooes,  with  Bill  Bergoffen  of  Forest 
Service,   (2)  Pick-up  from  3rd  annual  meeting  of  International  Agricultural 
°rcdnoev*s  in  Paris        2:30  p.m. 

Saturday,   June  5 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  —  12:50  p.m.; 

NBC  Notional  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)  "See  Your  County  Agent"  --  a  personality  story  about  the 
lives  of  a  county  agent,  with  ex-county  agent,  Cy  Briggs. 

Extension  Editors'  Advisory  Committee 

This  week,  for  the  5th  year,  a  group  of  State  extension  editors  met  here  to 
consider  informational  problems  in  current  programs  of  the  USDA-State  Land  Grant. 
College  relationship.     These  editors  will  be  heading  home  today.     You.  may  want  to 
talk  with  them  about  radio  developments  in  the  discussions  here. 

See  p.  3  of  our  April  23  'Letter'  for  members' of  the  committee. 

We * 11  report  further  on.  the  work  of  this  committee  in  bur  next  week's  Letter*. 

USDxi  Cotton  Lien  Goes  to  EC  A  * 

USDA's  Edwin  D.  White  has  been  appointed  cotton  specialist  for  the  Economic 
Cooperation  Administration . . .. on  the  staff  of  D,  A.  Fit z Gerald  of  the  Food  Divi- 
sion.   White  has  been  assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  has  served  in 
a  liaison  capacity  between  USD..-  and  other  Government  agencies  in  matters  relating 
to  cotton. 
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Highlights  of  RFD  Huddle  at  Columbus 

Quoting  from  the  May  RFD  Letter  of  the  National  Association  of  Radio  Farm 
Director  s : 

"Jim  Miles*.  WBAA,  Lafayette,  arranged  and  conducted  the  informal  RFD  confab 
on  Friday,  the  first  day  of  the  Columbus  Institute"  meetings , 

"And, ... .with  typical  efficient  follow-through. . . .he  sent  along  a  report  cov- 
ering the  discussions} 

-rfd- 

"Promoting  pro jects Frank  Atwood's  letter  reviewed  their  work  with  4-H 
and  FFA  youngsters,     Tho  station  established  a  $20,000  fund  to  be  loaned  to  deserv 
ing  boys  and  girls  who  would  invest  in  purebred  dairy  or  beef  heifers  and  eventual 
ly  repay  the  money, 

"Comment  included  the  close  relationship  of  the  farm  and  promotion  depart- 
ments in  a  station.     Farm  contacts,  remotes,  visits,  talks  and  so-  forth  are  all  in 
the  general  field  of  station  promotion  and  tend  to  supplement  special  projects 
such  as  contests,   field  events,  awards,  etc, 

-rfd- 

"Regional  meetings reviewed  by  C.  W.   Jackson,  Claire  Banister  and  Layne 
Beaty,  .. along  with  Chairman  Miles.     Accent  seems  to  be  on  getting  useful  broadcast 
information  and  background. .. less  on  farm  radio  techniques,     Rutgers  (New  Jersey) 
and  Nebraska  "open  house"  meetings  for  farm  radio  and  press  commended  as  ideal 
circumstance . e ., sessions  with  college  authorities,  pleasant  socializing  afterwards 
where  detailed  discussions  of  farm  radio  develop  naturally  and  along  lines  of  most 
interest ....  rather  than  as  set  up  in  any  formal  program, 

-rfd- 

"Wire  recorders. . .tape,  etc  with  Layne  Beaty  on  stage.     Tape  machines 

preferred  on  basis  of  quality. , .but  not  very  practical  on  portability.  Suggested 
that  recorded  interviews  be  made  to  fit  type  of  show,-.  •« some  for  longer  "feature- 
type"  stories othe  rs  very  short  and  t  .^-the-point  to  fit  into  a  news-type  farm 
program.     Point  was  made  that  farm  folks  don't  have  a  "spot"  news  consciousness* 
on  their  farm  stories  and  if  something  is  hot  today. ...  it » s  still  talked  about 
next  week. 

-rfd- 

"Farrn  surveys. .. .Bill  and  John,  the  two  Macd(CD) tnald  boys  took  the  line  on 
this  one..., Bill  covered  his  experiences  at  KFAB,..John  fct  WSM.     John's  survey  of 
listeners  in  Tennessee  drew  a  little  f ire ....  sounded  too  good  to  be  true.  The 
method  involved  having  FFA  boys  survey  their  neighbor s ....  John  came  out  some  103 
percent  or  thereabouts. 

"Harold  Schmitz  of  WBAA  plans  to  send  all  RFDfs  copies  of  his  recent  thesis 
on  "What  farm  people  want  from  Radio." 


-rfd- 


Highlights  of  RFD"  Huddle  at  Columbus  (Cont'd) 


"RFT  bulletins. .. .or  Why  .1  Write  My  Own. . , .by  Tom  Page,     He  tackled  the  job 
in  order  to  have  bulletins  available  for  all  his  listeners  in  many  different  states, 
Bulletins  available  in  one  state  frequently  could  not  be  sent  to  listeners  outside 
the  state.     Problems  involved. .. .getting  information  together. . ..printing  costs.... 

slight  irritation  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  less  understanding  college  folks, 

-rfd- 

"RFD- Service  Club  relati ons. . . . , via  letter  from  Herb  Plambeck  urging  fullest 
cooperation  with  service  club  groups  who  have  an  interest  in  farming  and  farm 
people.     Les  Westherwax  commented  on  his  fine  relations  with  Kiwanis , . . . as  did 
others  regarding  other  clubs,"  » 

-rfd- 

Televi si on  Progress  Report 

Wednesday,  morning  >t  I  taikedwith  the  Extension  Editors'  Advisory  Committee  here 
about  television.     They  are  tremendously  interested,  but  the  editors  from  some 
States  are  concerned  a/bout  production  cost  and  other  problems. 

Here,  briefly,  are  a  few  of  the  points  I  brought  out  : 

Twenty-six  stations  in  operation,  54  others  under  construction,  one  250  ap- 
plications on  file  with  FCC,  with  150  of  these  in  hearing* 

Reports  show  more  than  300,000  TV  receivers  in  service,  bringing  more  than 
35  million  people  within  reach  of  telecasts.     A  recent  survey  in  Few  York  City  re- 
vealed that  60%  of  the  receivers  are  in  "middle  income"  homes,  meaning  that  "just 
folks"  have  become  TV  audiences.     The  communities  having  TV  stations,  or  with 
stations  in  prospect  for  the  near  future,  include  big  and  little  cities,  many  of 
them  important  farm  broadcasting  centers. 

TV  production  costs  apparently  are  terrific 4>  ^In  view  of  the  tremendous  im- 
pact of  TV,  higher  costs  aro  justified,  but  techniques  to  cut  costs  are  sorely 
needed.  ,    .  " 

Several  of  the  editors  already  have  been  approached  by  TV.  stations.     I  urged 
others  to  get  acquainted  with  the  management  of  now  stations  as  soon  as  possible. 
Solving  the  question  of  using  actors  as  against  specialists  is  one  of  the  most 
knotty  of  current  problems,  but  I  think  it  can  be  solved  to  everybody's  satis- 
faction.    Editing  and  producing  films  for  use  on  TV  is  another  avenue  of  coopera- 
tion for  the  editors,  but  at  the  same  time  will  be  a  problem  because  of  cost. 

I  asked  the  editors  to  send  in  any  questions  that  arise  in  their  minds  and 
early  experiences  wit h^ TV,  and  we  will  do  our  best  to  get  the  answers. 

Health  Assembly  Reports 

The  Federal  Security  Agency  is  arranging  to  send  all  RFD's  and  Extension  di#» 
rectors  a  report  on  the  National  Health  Assembly  which  met  here  in  Washington 
recently. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 
Farm  Radio  "Down  Under" 

To  pick  up  where  we  left  off  last  week  in  quoting  from  the  letter  from  Hon- 
orary RFD  John  Douglass  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission: 

"Since  returning  (from  the  U.S.)  we  hove  increased  the  Country  Hour  by  15 
minutes  and  it  now  goes  on  the  air  at  12  noon:  and  finishes  at  1:15  p.m.  EST.  It's 
a  lot  of  additional  work,  but  it  gives  us  a  marvelous  scope  to  broadcast  much 
material  previously  thrown  in  the  w.p.b.     Also,  following  my  experience  with  the 
Town  and  Country  Hour,  and  John  McDonald's  session  on  WSM,  we  are  using  live  mu- 
sicians in  cur  program..     I  was  certainly  inspired  by  the  introduction  of  music  in 
both  of  these  sessions  and  although  we've  only  been  on  the  air  a  few  days,  already 
the  Country  Hour  is  developing  a  new  character. . 

"We  have  also  acquired  an  additional  fully-equipped  Mobile  Unit  which  we  are 
now  taking  to  the  country  to  do  field  recordings. 

"I  have  now  received  all  the  recordings  kindly  sent  by  the  various  Farm  Radio 
Directors  with  the  exception  of  a  few- from  the  Midwest." 

Indiana  Radio  Survey 


Harold  Schmitz,  farm  radio  editor  for  WBAA  at  Purdue  University,  has  done  a 
thesis  on  ""What  Fa rm  People  Want  From.  Radio."     It  is  based  on  a  questionnaire  sent 
to  3,000  farmers  whose  names  were  taken  at  random,  from  county  agents'  mailing 
lists — with  15%,  of  the  farmers  replying. 

In  his  summary,  Harold  says  "The  best  listening  time  for  the  farmer  is  from 
12:00  to  12:30  p.m."     They  prefer  to  hear  "a  specialist,  in  the  form  of  a  straight 
talk. . , . 

"Farmers  prefer  from  5  to  10  minutes  of  music  and  enjoy  familiar  songs.  They 
want  to  hear  an  evening  farm  program.     A  market  summary  is  desired  at  approximate- 
ly 7:00  p.m.,  and  they  would  like  to  listen  to  a  weather  and  news  broadcast  at 
8  :00  to  8  :15  pcm, . . . 

"The  best  listening  time  for  bomemakers  is  from  8:30  to  S :00  a.m..... 

"Homemakers  want  the  weather  report  and.  some  market  news,  especially  poultry 
and  egg  markets.     They  are  also  interested  in  news  of  their  local  home  economics 
clubs.     The  straight  talk  method  of  presenting  information  is  preferred." 

I  believe  Harold  is  sending  copies  of  his  thesis  to  members  of  the  NARFD. 
If  any  of  the  rest  of  you  want  a  copy,  write  to  him  at  Purdue  University  at 
Lafayette,  Indiana. 

Pe  r  s onne 1  -Wi  s  e 


Grant  Salisbury  (formerly  with  the  college  station,  KSAC,  in  Kansas)  has 
been  farm  editor  for  college  station  WEAR  in  Michigan  these  several  weeks.  These 


AMONG    '|0  US  SELVES  (Cont'd) 

saw  yaarfs.  Pi  rector  Bob  Coleman  has  kept  an  extensive  service'  going  to  Michigan 
farmers.    And  now,  with  Grant  as  regular  f& rm  director,  they* re'  "branching  out,  wit 
one  of  the  nei  wrinkles  being  an  evening  program.     In  Grant's  place,  helping  Lisle 
Longsdorf  at  KSA.C  is  Bob  Hilgendorf ,  a  Kansas  State  grad  of  '46,  Master's  degree  . 
in  '47, . .  .with  3  or  4  years  in.  the  Army,  • ,  .and  a  background  in  both  journalism  an< 
agriculture.  .  . 

As  of  tomorrow,  Claire  Banister  leaves  Texas  A  &  M  where  she  has  been  doing 
radio  for  3g  years.... and  joins  Bob  "Child  as  women's  director  for  the  recently 
formed  New  York  Rural  Network,  with  headquarters  at  Ithaca,     On  Monday  of  this 
week,  A  &  Li's  Radio  Editor  Andy  Adam,  and  Texas  RFD's  were  scheduled,  to  have  a 
farewell  party  on  the  Texas  Farm  &  Home  Program  over  the  Texas  Quality  Network. 
Into  Claire's  place  in  Texts  moves  Frances  Arnold,  assistant  extension  editor, 
Frances  (having  come  up  the  traditional  route  for  Texas  extension  information 
staff)  is  a  former  home  demonstration  agent  whose  broadcast  took  the  AAACE  award 
for  county  heme  demonstration  agent '.s  program  back  in  '46, 

Connecticut  is  looking  for  a  radio  editor  for  the  College  of  Agriculture  — 
a  man  with  a  college  degree,  'some  voicing  experience,   and  preferably  farm-reared. 
One  of  his  major  duties  will  be  to  take  complete  charge  of  a  ha If -hour  program 
Saturday's  over  WTIC  in  Hartford.     Any  interested  candidates  write  Harold  Baldwin, 
Editor,  College  of  Agriculture,  Storrs,  Connecticut. 


Enclosures : 


BAE  Statistical  Summary 
Step  Milk  Losses  Poster 

Don't  Let  Insects  Destroy  Your  Grain  -  Poster 

Report  on  Developments  in  the  Campaign  Against  Foot -and -Mouth  Disease  in  Mexico 
Rostor  of  Delegates  -  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Project  1948  ' 
Information  Regarding  the  1918  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Project 
18th  National   ' -H  Club  Camp 


Cordial ly, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen  . 
Ass't:,Dirc  ct^r  of  Information 
for  liadio  and  Video 
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President  Truman  Nominates  Brannan 

On  Tuesday  of  this  week  (May  25)  President  Truman  nominated  Charles  F.  Brannan 
as  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  take  the  place  of  former  Secretary  Andersen.  The 
Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  approved  the  appointment  May  27.     As  we  go  to  press, 
the  full  Senate  has  not  yet  acted  on  the  nomine t ion.    We're  enclosing:  a  "biographi- 
cal sketch  of  Mr,  Brannan, 


Progress  Report  on  Grain  Conservation 


At  a  meeting  here  Thursday  (the  27th)  of  the  Advisory  Committee  for  Farm  Grain 
Conservation,  TJS3DArs  PMA  took'  inventory  of  grain-saving  efforts, 

BAE  reports  civilians  have  been  using  less  wheat  food  products  in  *47-48  than 
in  recent  yeers — -with  an  estimate  of  a  490-million  bushel  total  for  the  year, 
compared  with  an  early-season  estimate  of  510  million. and  a  * 46-47  figure  of  494 
million.     Civilian  use  of  flour  of  all  types  so  far  in  '47-48  has  been  running  at 
the  rate  of  about  145  pounds, ,. .compared  with  153,4  in  oalendar  !46. . , . 160, 7  in 
'45,... 162. 2  in  '44.... and  153.1  average  for  '35-59. 

Estimates  indicate  200  million  bushels  of  wheat  from  the   r47  crop  fed  to 
livestock,  compered  with  early-season  estimates  of  250  million. 

Considerably  less  grain  has  been  fed  to  cettle  than  a  year  ago.  Grain-saving 
efforts  of  hog  producers  have  been  largely  offset  by  the  packinghouse  workers' 
strike,  which,  in  some  cases,  required  farmers  to  hold  hogs  after  they  were  ready 
for  market. 

In  general,  the  poultry  industry  has  carried  its  grain-saving  job  beyond 
whet  it  agreed  to  late  last  fall. , t .with  hatchery  output  cut  back.,., and  prospects 
of  fewer  chickens  and  turkeys  to  be  raised  on  farms. 

Favorable  Prospects  for  Boxcars 

PMA  reports  prospects  of  a  good  supply  of  boxcars  for  grain.     Railroads  serv- 
ing the  Western  grain  country  have  assembled  nearly  a s  many  boxcars1 for  grain  as 
last  year-,  -•  ',,  • 
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F^od  Prospects 

During  the  late  soring  and  summer  months,  market  supplies  of  moats,  turkey, 
most  manufactured  dairy  products,  and  fats  and  oils  other  than  lard  are     likely  to 
be  smaller  than  during  the  same  months  last  year.     Summer  supplies  of  oranges  also 
will  be  smaller.     But  BAE  says  in  the  May  National  Food  Situation  (released  May  26) 
that  no  significant  changes  in  supplies  of  most  other  foods  is  eapected,  compared 
with  the  same  period  last  year. 

For  '48  as  a  whole,  U.S.  civilians  Will  eat  slightly  less  per  person  than 
last  year.... but  about  12%,  more  than  in  '35-39. 

Pre -Packaging  Here  to  Stay? 

PMA  economist  Donald  R.  Stokes  sees  an  inevitable  long-term  trend  toward  con- 
sumer packaging  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables .....  although  he  does  not  think  pre- 
packaging wi 11  revolutionize  the  produce  industry.     In  a  13-page  article  in  the 
April-May  "Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation  (released  May  27),  he  says  pre- 
packaging and  refrigeration  appear  to  be  effective  in  cutting  losses  due  t«  waste 
and  spoilage,  and  in  cutting  costs  of  servicing  customers, 

Turkey  Outlook 

In  the  May  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  (May  24),  BAE  says  turkey  growers  sre 
raising  about  a  fifth  fewer  turkeys  this  year  than  last.     With  high  meat  prices, 
and  less  red  meat  and  chicken  than  in  '47,  turkey  prices  during  the  marketing  rea- 
son probably  will  run  at  least  10%  above   '47,,,. and  thus  hit  a  new  high. 

During  the  past  20  years,  turkey  production  has  shifted.     Proportionately  more 
turkeys  are  now  being  produced  in  the  Northeast  and  West  Cor.  st . , . ,  and  fewer  in  the 
Midwest  and  South  than  in  earlier  years. 

Mail  Inspection  for  Jap  Beetle 

It's  almost  Japanese  bestle  time  again.     And  our  entomologists  would  appreci- 
ate help  from  RFD's  in  beetle  territory  in  tipping  off  listeners  that  any  plant 
material  shipped  to  points  out  of  the  area  must  be  inspected  and  certified. 

Entomology  inspectors  are  stationed  in  various  towns  throughout  the  infested 
area.     If  your  listeners  don't  find  one  listed  in  their  local  telephone  directory, 
they  can  locate  one  either  a)  through  a  nea.rby  commercial  plant  shipper,  or  b) 
through  the.  county  agricultural  agent.     If  the  material  is  taken  to  the  post  office 
or  parcel  post  office  without  inspection,  it  will  be  stopped  by  the  clerk  or  agent 
....or  by  an  entomology  inspector  farther  along  the  line.     So  it  may  save  the  ship- 
per time  and  trouble  by  checking  with  an  inspector  beforehand, 

ABC  Dairy  Month  Show,   June  5 

On  Saturday,  June  5,  ABC's  American  Farmer  will  carry  a  pick-up  on  "National 
Dairy  Month"  from  Univ,    if  Minnesota,  with  O.E.  Reed,  chief  of  USDA's  BDI;  Maynard 
Speece  and  specialists.     12:30  EDT. 


Baby  Chick  Demand  Down 


BAErs  special  May  Hatchery  Report  indicates  that  the  demand  for  chicks  for 
farm  flock  replacements  remains  below  that  of  a  year  ago, .while  demand  for  chicks 
for  broiler  production  is  stronger  than  a  year  ago.     rhite  a  few  hatcheries  will 
close  earlier  than  usual. 


Here*s  whet  the  survey  shows,  compared  with  the  same  period  last  year: 


Geographic  : 

Errs  set 

:  Chicks 

booked  for 

Divisions  : 

May  1-15 

:   June  and 

July  delivery 

- 

Percent 

change 

New  England 

-  30 

-  54 

Mid  Atlantic 

-  23 

-  52 

East  North  Central 

-  23 

-  44 

West  North  Central 

—  22 

-  21 

South  Atlantic 

4  3 

$  17 

South  Central 

-  15 

-  21 

Mountain 

v  28 

T  10 

Pacific 

-  6 

-  17 

Total 

-  20 

-  29 

A  Pre -View  of  the  Yearbook 


For  your  own  information,  USPA's  annual  "Yearbook  of  Agriculture"  will  be  out 
sometime  in  the  course  of  the  summer.     The  title  is  "Grass," 

Editor  Stefferud  says  the  book  will  cover  the  ordinary  grasses,   legumes,  a 
few  associated  plants  that  include  weeds  and  f Orb s ,  and  one  or  two  less  common 
members  of  the  grass  family,  like  ornamentals  and  bamboo.     (Yes,  our  Webster  says 
there  is  such  a  word  as  forb;  means  any  herb  other  than  grass.)     The  book  will 
cover  the  works,'  from  grazing,  feeding,  and  pastures,  to  lawns  and  recreation 
grounds. 

We'd  appreciate  your  not  saying  anything  about  the  yearbook  in  your  programs 
until  we  can  give  you  a  date  of  issue.     It  will  be  some  weeks  yet  before  the  book 
will  be  out,     And,  if  you  announce  it  prematurely,  your  listeners  may  be  on  your 
necks,  as  well  as  ours,  because  of  "delays"  in  delivery. 

New  Fungicide  Results  in  T47 


The  supplement  to  the  May  15  number  of  "The  Plant  Disease-  Reporter"  (issued 
by  USDA's  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry)  carries  a  summary  of  tests  during  f47  on  new 
fungicides ... .both  for  fruits  and  vegetables.     You  might  check  with  pathologists 
with  your  State  Extension  Service  and  Experiment  station  for  the  newest  angles 
on  disease  control  for  your  area, 


Extension  of  Plant  Disease  Forecasting  (?) 


In  the  May  issue,  of  "The  Plant  Disease  Reporter,"  Paul  Miller  of  the  USDA's 
Bureau  of  Plant  Indus-try-  reviews  the  projects  for  the  warning;  service  for  late 
blight  of  potatoes  and  tonu-toe'S,  blue  ft?  1(3  or  downy  mildew  of  tobacco,  and  downy 
mildew  of  cucurbit"  crops. 

Looking:  ahead,  Miller  says  crop  disease  problems  of  the  West  are  as  important 
as  those  of  the  East.     But  he  adds  that  Eastern  experience  will  not  necessarily 
fit  Western  requirements.     He  emphasizes  t!  e  need  for  further  study  of  plant  di- 
sease forecasting. 

Your  State  Extension  end  Experiment  Station  plant  pathologists  may  be  willing 
to  discuss  disease  forecasting  in  relation  to  crops  and  diseases  in  your  area. 

Poultry  and  Turkey  Improvement  Meeting 

State  and  Federal  poultry  officials,   poultry  industry  representatives,  and 
poultrymen  will  get  together  in  St,  Louis,   June  26-2S,  for  a  conference  on  the 
National  Poultry  and  Turkey  Improvement  Plans , 

In  addition  to  review  of  the  Plans,  the  conference  will  hear  reports  on  prog- 
ress in  poultry  breeding  and  other  research,  and  developments  on  fowl  typhoid, 
Newcastle  disease,  and  pullorum. 

The  conference  will  be  held  in  the"  St  at  ler  Hotel, 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Atlantic  City  -  June  2-4  —  H.  H.  Bennett,  Chief,   Soil  Conservation  Service, 
Electrical  Institute  -  Contact  Traymore  Hotel. 

Roanoke,  Va,  -  June  14-17  —  Claude  Wickard,  Admin,  of  REA,  attending  field  con- 
ferences -  Hotel  Roanoke. 

Kansas  City  -  June  21-24  --  Wickard  at  Hotel  President,  field  conferences. 

Butte,  Mont,  -  June   2 8- July  1  —  Wickard  at  Hotel-  Fin lew,  field- conferences. 

Athens,  Ga,  -  June  14-16  —  Dr,  Harry  C.  Trelogan,  Ass'i  to  Administrator,  RMA, 
Dairy  Science  Meeting, 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  FOR  SATURDAY,   JUNE  12 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  news  --  12:30  p.m.  SDT 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home,  Hour,  USDA  news  —  1:00  p.m.  DDT 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)  Panel  of  American  Dairy  Science  Association  on  when  can 
expect  increase  in  dairy  cow  numbers,   (2)  Virginia  Tatum  on  4-H  members 
going  to  Europe  —  2:30  p.m.  DDT 
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Extension  Editor  Committee  Recommendations 


Last  week,  a  committee*  of  9  State  Extension  editors  met  here  at  the  invita~ 
tion  of  Les  Schlup,  in  charge  of  Federal  Extension  Information  Divi  sion. . . .  in  the 
fifth  such  annual  meeting.     In  the  course  of  three  days  they  analyzed  all  phases 
of  Deportment  and  Extension  information  activities,  and  came  up  with  a  28-page 
report  summarising'  their  conclusions. 

We'll  cite  a  few  of  the  direct  and  indirect  references  to  radio  and  television: 

4-H  Club  Work  —  "We  recommend  that  a  committee  of  the  State  extension  information 
workers  he  brought  to  Washington  in  ample  time  to  help  give  adequate  coverage  to 
the  National  4-H  Club  camp." 

Televis  ion  --  The  committee  recommended  establishment  of  a  policy  for  relationships 
with  commercial  television  stations,  and  of  handling  costs  incidental  to  produc- 
tion of  television  programs. 

"It  is  suggested  that  the  USDA  recommend  procedures  for  the  development  of 
specially-produced  films  for  television...." 

"A  frequent  report  on  the  television  experiences  —  particularly  the  success- 
ful program  techniques  —  of  the  radio-visual  aids  services  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  would  be  helpful." 

Balanced  State  Extension  Information  Staff  —  The  committee  recommended  for  con- 
sideration a  State  extension  informational  staff  in  most  States  which  would  in- 
clude one  radio  extension  editor. 

Relationships  With  RFD's  —  The  Committee  referred,  back  to  the  recommendation  of 
last  year's  advisory  committee  for  more  cooperation  with  RFDts.,..and  cited  sev- 
eral specific  steps  In  that  direction:     "Radio  Farm  Directors  are  being  invited 
to  attend  more  Regional  AAACE  gatherings  and,  on  the  other  hand,  more  Farm  Direc- 
tors are  taking  greater  individual  and  group  interest  in  Extension  editorial  meet- 
ings.    More  Farm  Directors  are  attending  more  Land  Grant  College  meetings  planned 
for  broadcasters.     The  National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors  has  asked  an 
Extension  Radio  Editor  (Maynard  Speece)  to  act  as  Chairman  of  its  Extension-RFD 
Relationship  Committee.     During  the  winter  the  new  NARFD!,s  President  appointed  an 
Extension-NARFD  Relationships  Committee."     The  committee  also  said  that  a  coopera- 
tive Federal  Extension-Radio  Service  survey  last  fall  indicated  that  extension 
editors  are  giving  more  attention  to  RFDTs  in  their  releases. 

*Tom  W.  Gildersleeve,   Chairman,  N.D.;  Candace  A.  Hurley,   Secretary,  la.;  O.B, 
Copeland,  Ga,;  Jack  Schinagl,  Wyo.;   Jack  Spaven,  Vt.;  Calvert  Anderson,  Wash.; 
Francis  Robinson,  N.H, ;  Earl  Richardson,  Mich.;  William  Ward,  N.Y. 

Help  Move  Early  Potatoes 

A  heavy  crop  of  early  potatoes  is  coming  on  the  market.     USDA  will  try  (under 
its  mandatory  price-support  operations)  to  keep  the  lower  grade  potatoes  out  of 
domestic  food  channels  and  make  the  top  grades  available  to  consumers.     It  also 
will  cooperate  with  the  industry  to  encourage  use  of  more  potatoes,  especially 
during  June..., with  special  emphasis  on  June  17-26.     (See  enclosed  fact  sheet.) 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 
Some  Recent  TV  Articles 

In  recent  weeks,  several  magazine  articles  have  appeared  on  television.  The 
May  issue  of  "The  American  Mercury"  has  an  over-all  story,  "Report  on  Television," 
by  L.  T.  Steele  who  is  vice  president  of  Benton  and  Bowles. .The  May  issue  of 

. "Fortune"  contains  an  article,  "Television!  Boom!"  "Time"  Magazine  for  May  24 

carries  a  comprehensive  three-  or  four-page  article  on  television. ..  .We  previously 
called  your  attention  to  the  TV  story  by  Arnold  Nicholson  in  the  May  "Country 
Gentleman" ... .And  the  May  issue  of  the  "National  County  Agent  Mag  a  z  i  ne M  ho  s  an 
article  on  agricultural  angles  of  TV  by  Dana  Reynolds  of  the  Radio  Service. 

Transcriptions  on.  4-H  Members  Abroad 

Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ  New  York  is  the  first  in  vvit-h  orders  for  transcriptions 
from  4-H  members  while  they  are  in  Europe  this  summer.     He  asked  for  coverage  on 
the  members  from  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York.     (see  p.  3  our  May  21 
RFD  Letter  for  further  details  about  this  project.) 

"RFD  America"  Goes  NBC 

The  "RFD  America"  show  will  be  heard  during  the  summer  on  NBC,  Sunday  at  2:00 
p.m.  EDST,   starting  June  6,     An  Alabama  farmer  will  replace  Joe  Kelly  as  emcee. 

Southwestern  Radio  Farm  Director  Meeting 


"Andy"  Adam  of  Texas  A  &  M  comes  through  with  plans  for  the  summer  South- 
western Radio  Farm  Director  Meeting  at  Houston,   July  24,  25,  26,  27.     The  session 
includes  some  deep  sea  fishing  on  Sunday  the  25th. 


Attendance  at'  2nd  RFD  Meeting        '  ■  ' 
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Posture  -  Good  Pasture  Saves  Grain! 

Potato  Fact  Sheet 

Charles  F.  Brannan  Release 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enc losure  s  j 


